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~ A Few Last Leaves - 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Tresselt, Alvin Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
AUTUMN HARVEST $2 .00 


Another evocative picture book by the successful Tresselt-Duvoisin combina- 
tion, this time dedicated to the pungent excitement of the autumn season. From the 
first late summer evening song of the katydids through the cooling nights, the harvest 
of golden wheat, the busy hoarding of the little woodland animals, apple picking,first 
frosts, brilliant sunlight and flashing leaves, to the bustling gathering of the fa- 
mily at Thanksgiving, the words and pictures catch the startling beauty of Autumn's 
surplus - sudden contrasts of misty colors and sharp, black tree branches; dazzling 
light and chilly weather; wide, wide spaces of sky and the coziness of the indoors. 
Although the prose seems less fluid than in the other books, Mr. Duvoisin's stunning 
full-color illustrations contribute drama and coherence. Board. (Publ.) 


READ ALOUD 


Foster, Harold Hastings House 
PRINCE VALIANT $2.75 





An only moderately successful transfer from the comic in which the doughty 
Briton has a fabulous number of triumphant and rather grizzly adventures. In this 
saga Prince Val accompanies Sir Gawain on some Round Table adventures and finally 
becomes a Knight of the Round Table himself. Dragons, fair ladies, sword play and 
a killing on every page are presented with accompanying pictures which carry over 
the "hit ‘em before they turn the page" technique of the comics. The prose in book 
form does not fare as well, since the action commentary has a caption breathlessness 
and the incidents are crowded together with no attempt at a well-rounded transition. 
Also for all his superior strength, Val is a rather stuffy lad, whose "ready wit" is 
not often in evidence. However, his activities have a good deal of pep and there is 
enough blood spilt to rival the horrors of Dick Tracy. (Publ.) 


EASY READING 


Lindman, Maj Whitman 
SAILBOAT TIME $1.50 





By the author-illustrator of the Flicka, Ricka and Dicka series, a happy 
story of a sunny sea holiday. When Mother had to go away for a day, Father suggested 
that Kaj and Maj go with him on a sailing trip. Off they go in the sturdy sailboat, 
Seagullyand they not only learn something about sailing, but see a family of seals, 
sleep out in a tent over night, swim, catch a big fish, pick berries and have a brisk 
sail home in a rising wind. Although the author's drawings of children are open- 
faced and characterless, the blue sea and sky in the full-page, full-color pictures, 
as well as the idyllic holiday story, are enticing. Large, clear type for beginning 

@ and second year readers. (Publ.) , 


Russell, Betty Whitman 
FUNNY BOOTS $1.00 
Very elementary story telling suitable for beginning readers, in a slight 
but bright little story about a busy cooperative project in which younger brother is 
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allowed to participate after exhibiting his cleverness. May didn't know what to do with 
herself one day, until Mother suggested some work in the playhouse. The project gets off 
to a slow start because Brother Jim must be found, there is a visit to the store, and then r 4 
Little Bill wants to help scrub the playhouse. However, Little Bill is not-allowed to 
help until he finds some boots. His choice of two buckets for. boots tickle his brother 
and sister, and he is allowed to join the scrubbing. The joke may be a bit heavy-handed 
for six-year-old sophisticates, but this makes a pleasant reader. Airy sketches by Mary 


Gehr. Cloth. (Publ.) 





EIGHT TO ELEVEN - Fiction 


Lantern Press 


YOUNG READERS BASKETBALL STORIES $2.50 
YOUNG READERS STORIES OF THE DIAMOND 


Coombs, Charles 


Although we still approve of Mr. Coombs' formula - sports action with the swag- 
gering masculine dialogue junior high boys like to use in emulating their older brothers - 
| at this point we could do with some variety of story. More humor, a few monkeyshines 
would be welcome in the unrelieved series of yarns about young men faced with moral prob- 
lems involving friendship conflicting with team rivalry; team spirit and personal glory; 
unselfish devotion to the team without reward. Our heroes usually resolve these problems 
while dribbling down the court or catching a tough one in center, and the story ends with 
much slapping of wet backs and tousling of hair. Seems as if there were an overdose of 
nobility here, tending to get in the way of the story and unfortunately in the way of 
sports action. Let us hope Mr. Coombs decides to relax a bit in the next collections of 
stories in this series, since this story group does fill a niche for leisure reading in 
the junior high group which has some antipathy to the printed page. Illustrated by 


Charles H. Geer. (11/19) 
EIGHT TO ELEVEN - Non-fiction © 


Huntington, Harriet E. Doubleday 
AIRCRAFT U.S.A. $2.50 


A good-looking reference book for the airplane fan, this collection of photo- 
graphs with descriptive text, which includes information about American military planes. 
Trainers, bombers, fighters, transports, patrols and liaison craft are treated in half 
page descriptions of construction, use, and characteristic features. Also included with 
the half-page photographs - most taken from the air - are spotter silhouettes for use in 
ao The bright, attractive jacket will appeal to plane fanciers of any age. 

Publ. 


Aistrop, J. Bentley Roy 
FUN AT THE ZOO $2.75 


Another delightful amble through the zoo, by the British author of this year's 
Every Child's Book of Animal Wonders (P. 185). Although books like the Zim "monographs" 
or some children's nature encyclopedias may contain more exhaustive technical information 
about some of the fascinating animals discussed here, for the child who loves animals - 
all kinds - and enjoys animal chatter, Mr. Aistrop is a most sympathetic and entertaining 
companion. Fabricating an imaginary zoo, the author takes the reader on a wonderful tour- 
through sections housing the big cats, apes and monkeys, “big chaps" like the rhino and 
hippo, the bears, the rodents, the snakes, (Mr. Aistrop allows the reader to skip this 
chapter if he is apt to "curl up in a knot" at the mention of same), reptiles, birds, 
and the "pool, paddock and kennel" creatures. A chapter is also devoted to the work of 
‘Jungle Jenny", Miss Genevieve Cuprys, wild animal collector, and here is also a word 
about building a natural history library. Again, in his amusing tangents to personal @ 
reminiscences, his affectionate humor and spluttering, excitable style, Mr. Aistrop's 
passionate love for animals shines through on every page in a manner most appealing to 

ildren. Photographs by Bill Wolse illustrate the book. (Publ.) 





